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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1 . 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 13-17 claim "a program ..." However, the claims do not define a 
program to be a functional descriptive material encoded on a memorv/disk/computer- 
readable medium , and is thus non-statutory for that reason (i.e., "When functional 
descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable medium it becomes 
structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and will be statutory in most 
cases since use of technology permits the function of the descriptive material to be 
realized"). Moreover, a "program" is neither a process ("action"), nor machine, nor 
manufacture, nor composition of matter (i.e., tangible "thing") and therefore non- 
statutory. 

Such claimed "program" (software) does not define any structural and functional 
interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements of a 
computer, which permit the computer program' s functionality to be realized. As 
such, "program"/software, not claimed as embodied/encoded in computer-readable 
medium and is not statutory because the "program7software is not capable of 
causing functional change in the computer. Because the full scope of the claim as 
properly read in light of the disclosure encompasses non-statutory subject matter, 
the claim as a whole is non-statutory and appears to be one type of claim that is 
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considered nonstatutory, under the present USPTO Interim Guidelines, 1300 Official 
Gazette Patent and Trademark Office 142 (Nov. 22, 2005). 

The Examiner suggests amending the claim to include the disclosed tangible 
computer readable media, while at the same time excluding the intangible media such 
as signals, carrier waves, etc... 

Any amendment to the claim should be commensurate with its corresponding 
disclosure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Moyer 
(2004/0010567). 

Claim 1, Moyer discloses a method implemented on a server for notifying a 
state of printing processing, the method being applied to a printing system in which the 
server is capable of communicating with a client and a printer device (Section 0044, fig. 
1), the method comprising: 
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generating data in accordance witli a printing request received from the client 
transmitting the data generated to the printer device (Section 0044, Lines 30-36) 

and transmitting, to the client, information for acquiring a Web page indicating a 
state of processing of a print job, the Web page being provided by the printer device. 
(Section 0045, Fig. 2) 

Claim 2, Moyer discloses a method wherein it further comprises authenticating 
that the printing request is a printing request from a valid user (Section 0048, Fig. 3). 

Claim 3, Moyer discloses a method wherein the printer device combines print 
form data and the data generated by the server in order to generate image data and 
prints the image data generated (Section 0045). 

Claim 4, Moyer discloses a method wherein information for acquiring the Web 
page indicating the state of processing of the print job comprises identification 
information indicating the Web page (Sections 0070). 

Claim 5, Moyer discloses a method wherein the client displays the state of 
processing of the print job in a Web browser in accordance with the Web page 
transmitted to the client (Section 0049, Fig. 4). 

Claim 6, Moyer discloses a method implemented by a server for notifying a state 
of printing processing, the method being applied to a printing system in which the server 
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is capable of communicating witli a client and a printer device (Section 0044, Fig. 1 ,), 
the method comprising: 

generating data in accordance with a printing request received from the 
client(Section 0044, Lines 1-20); 

transmitting the data generated to the printer device; acquiring a Web page 
indicating a state of processing of a print job, the Web page being provided by the 
printer device (Section 0053) ; and transmitting, to the client, the Web page acquired 
(Section 0085-0088). 

Claim 7, Moyer discloses a method wherein the client displays the state of the 
printing processing in a Web browser in accordance with the Web page. (Sections 
0045, Fig. 3) 

Claim 8, Moyer discloses an information processing device capable of 
communicating with an external device (Fig. 1 El. 30) and a printer device (Section 
0049), the information processing device comprising: 

data generation means for generating data in accordance with a printing request 
received from the external device (Section 0051 ) 

data transmission means for transmitting the data generated in the data 
generation means to the printer device (Section 0060) and 

transmission means for transmitting, to the external device, information for acquiring a 
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Web page indicating a state of processing of a print job, the Web page being provided 
by tlie printer device. (Section 0051 ) 

Claim 9, Moyer discloses an information device that further comprising 
authenticating means for authenticating that the printing request is a printing request 
from a valid user (Section 0048). 

Claim 10, Moyer discloses an information device wherein the printer device 
combines print form data and the data generated by the server in order to generate 
image data and prints the image data generated (Section 0052). 

Claim 11, Moyer discloses an information device wherein information for 
acquiring the Web page indicating the state of processing of the print job comprises 
identification information indicating the Web page (Sections 0070). 

Claim 12, Moyer discloses an information device, wherein the external device 
displays the state of processing of the print job in a Web browser in accordance with the 
Web page. (Sections 0049). 

Claim 13, Moyer discloses a program for controlling a computer capable of 
communicating with an external device and a printer device, (Fig. 1 El. 30) the program 
causing the computer to execute a method comprising: 
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generating data in accordance witli a printing request received from the external 
device; transmitting the data generated to the printer device (Section 0051) 
and transmitting, to the external device, information for acquiring a Web page indicating 
a state of processing of a print job, the Web page being provided by the printer device 
(Section 0051) 

Claim 14, Meyer discloses a program that further comprises authenticating that 
the printing request is a printing request from a valid user (Section 0048). 

Claim 15, Moyer discloses a program wherein the printer device combines print 
form data and the data generated by the server in order to generate image data and 
prints the image data generated (Section 0052). 

Claimie, Moyer discloses a program wherein information for acquiring the Web 
page indicating the state of processing of the print job comprises identification 
information Indicating the Web page. (Sections 0049). 

Claim 17, Moyer discloses a program wherein the external device displays the 
state of processing of the print job in accordance with the Web page. (Section 0050). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AKWASI M. SARPONG whose telephone number is 
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(571 )270-3438. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am- 
5:00pm est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, HA! Iran can be reached on 571-272-7305. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

A. M. S 
12/10/2007 
/Hal Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4178 



